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Abstract
Data Science has become the buzzword of choice in 
recent times, especially in the software industry. The 
accompanying hoopla has spawned frenetic claims 
foretelling the development of great and wondrous 
solutions to all kinds of contemporary local and global 
challenges. In this talk, we will attempt to provide a more 
nuanced and balanced view of the area. Specifically, we
will make the case that data science is certainly a potent 
force-multiplier for solving challenging problems, but 
is equally subject to methodological abuse, leading to 
grossly erroneous conclusions. Worse, such misuse could 
also be deliberate to suit preconceived outcomes and 
biases, concealed under a scientific veneer. In a nutshell, 
we will advocate the view that data science should be a 
tool of last resort, not first, and leveraged as a support, 
not substitute, for domain expertise.
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